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ABOUT THE COMPOSITION

In Maya mythology, Ah Puch was the god of death and the King of Mitnal, the
Underworld which was the worst of the nine levels of Hell. Ah Puch was feared by
the Maya people and he sfill is to this very day. It is believed that the screech of an
owl signifies imminent death. The following saying, in local Spanish, indicates:
Cuando el tecolote canta... el indio muere (When the great owl sings, the Indian
dies). This work is an offering to this malevolent god. When the Great Owl Sings
begins with an ominous theme depicting the foreboding environment of Mitnal.
We are then infroduced to Ah Puch as a corpse adorned with bells.

Soon, the cries of the Maya people are heard, but they are not loud enough to
drive Ah Puch back to Mitnal. This gives way to the malevolent nature of Ah Puch
as he prowls the houses of the Maya people, searching for those who are sick
and/or injured. The following lyrical section represents the over whelming grief and
sorrow expressed by the Maya people as they try to figure out how to make Ah
Puch return to Mitnal. As the grieving seizes, we begin to hear distant frembles and
the preparation for an offering to Ah Puch. Violently, the ritual begins as the Maya
people offer one of their own as a sacrifice to Ah Puch. The final measures of the
piece represent Ah Puch accepting the sacrifice and returning to Mitnal.

REHEARSAL NOTES

At the very beginning of the piece, you can have the brass section blow air
through their instruments until measure 8; of course, this is entirely up to the
conductor. You may also have the Oboe soloist (or Alto Saxophone soloist) play the
melody at his/her own pace. It is important that the glockenspiel and vibraphone
play together while Ah Puch's theme plays in the Horns and Euphoniums (mm. 10).
At measure 18, make sure the underlying eighth notes do not over power the main
melody because the eighth note accompaniment represents the cries of the
Maya people. When the Harmon mute is used in the trumpets (mm. 89), it must be
light and delicate. If Harmon mutes are not accessible, | recommend having the
players place their hands over their bells or placing a cloth over the bell.
Throughout the *Adagio” section, it is important that the players follow the
discretion of the conductor. You may also have the Trumpets, Horns, Euphoniums,
and Tubas blow air through their instruments during this section until two before
measure 126. The vibraphone player should let each pitch ring until the conga
drum enters in measure 121. The tfrombones may glissando to any indefinite pitch
at the end of measures 140 and 143.
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